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Alison Tennant, a founder member of EUW, felt that, although the women already on Commissions met together from time to time, there was no opportunity for the rest of the members to associate with one another across the Member countries.

In Alison Tennant and a German colleague arranged a meeting in 1983 when 46 delegates, from 10 countries met together in Berlin for 5 days and Europe Alive was born!

Sadly Alison Tennant died in 1986 so did not live to see her wish for Europe Alive be fully recognised as a Commission. This wish was realised in 2012 when Europe Alive was confirmed as a full Commission. A serious topic is debated at each gathering, thus many more opinions and ideas from Members across Europe are presented as a Report to the International Council meeting. 
The Europe Alive event is held in a different country each year, at the invitation of the Members of that country, and usually lasts for 5 days. The delegates apply to attend, and are self funding. During the event delegates discover aspects of the history of the area, discuss the politics, and explore the culture. However the most wonderful part of a Europe Alive visit is in meeting Members from other countries, and discovering how much we all have in common. Friendships are made, greater understanding gained, and the problem is in parting at the end!
The European Union of Women is an excellent organisation, and  is greatly enhanced by Alison Tennent’s concept of Europe Alive.
